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CONFIDENTIAL PANAMA 0724 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ICRC PARM US VN 

SUBJ: PRG ISSUE AT LOW CONFERENCE 

REF: STATE 25996 

EMBOFF DISCUSSED PRG ISSUE WITH BRIN THIS MORNING, OUTLINING 
SITUATION DESCRIBED IN REFTEL AND URGING THAT FOREIGN MINISTRY 
SEND INSTRUCTIONS FOR ESPINO TO VOTE TO UPHOLD CHAIRMAN'S 
RULING ON RULE 32. BRIN REPEATED PANAMA S POSITION WAS TO SUPPORT 
LATIN AMERICAN CONSENSUS. HE SAID MINISTRY'S FEBRUARY 4 CABLE 
MIGHT NOT HAVE REACHED ESPINO ON TIME, AND THEN READ FULL 
TEXT OF CABLE TO EMBOFF. DESPITE REPEATED URGING BY EMBOFF 
THAT NEW INSTRUCTIONS BE SENT FOR ESPINO TO SUPPORT CHAIRMAN'S 
RULING IN TODAY'S VOTE, BRIN REMAINED FIRM IN ASSERTING THAT 
PANAMA WOULD REMAIN 

WITH THE LATIN AMERICAN MAJORITY, WHATEVER 
ITS POSITION. 
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